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GROUNDBREAKING SCHEDULED FRIDAY
FOR $8.6 MILLION BUILDING AT UM
MISSOULA—
Mrs. Carroll O' Connor, the former Nancy Fields of Missoula, will take part
in the groundbreaking ceremony for the $8.6 million building to house University
of Montana performing arts and radio-television programs.
She will join UM officials and other Montana leaders of government, education,
the arts and business for the groundbreaking Friday, Uct. 15, at 3:3U p.m. at
South Sixth East and Van Buren Streets.
The public is invited to the ceremony and to a reception that will follow
at 5 p.m. in the University Center Gold Oak Room.

The events are part of UM

Homecoming.
Carroll and Nancy O'Connor, both UM graduates, gave major gifts to the
campaign to raise $1.1 million to supplement the $7.5 million legislative
appropriation for construction of the building.

The multilevel structure

encompassing 66,500 square feet of space will be ready for occupancy in 1984.
Ihe building will bring under one roof important performance and instructional
programs of the fine arts and journalism schools, meeting crucial needs of both.
Sister Kathryn Martin, dean of the School of Fine Arts, pointed out that
the University of Montana is the only state university or land grant college
offering performance degrees without having a facility designed for performance.
"Now, the only professionally accredited fine arts school in a broad
geographic area will finally have a proper home," she said.
(over)
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faculty and students will have the physical plant they need and deserve, and
the public the school serves will also benefit."
Charles E. Hood, acting dean of the School of Journalism, said, "lhe new
facility will mean that our radio-television students will be working with
state-of-the-art broadcast equipment.

The facility will also provide the

additional space required by the extension of the broadcast range of KUFM, the
public radio station operated by the UM radio-television department."
"And," he added, "it means exciting new opportunities for the Schools of
Journalism and Fine Arts to cooperate in audio and video programming that will
entertain and inform audiences across the state."
officiating at the groundbreaking will be UM President Neil Bucklew; Lt.
Gov. George Turman; Commissioner of Higher Education Irving Dayton; Robert
Knight, Missoula, member of the Montana Board of Regents; Ward Shanahan, Helena,
member of the board of directors of the UM Alumni Association; and Marquette
McRae-Zook, president of the UM Associated Students.
CTA Architects Engineers, Billings firm that designed the building, will
be represented at the groundbreaking by Robert Fehlberg, president.

Sletten

Construction Co., Great Falls, primary contractor, will be represented by
John Beckman, project manager, and Dave Hansen, construction superintendent.
Deans Martin and Hood will emcee the ceremony.

J.U. Ackman, Brookings, S_._D .

graduate student in drama, and Susan Back, Kinderhook, N.Y., senior in radio=
television, will be the narrators.

Elmer Fighting Bear, Birney, Keeper of the

Sacred Hat of the Northern Cheyenne, will give the invocation -n the Cheyenne
language.
Speakers besides Nancy O'Connor, Los Angeles, are William Cregg, mayor
of Missoula; William Coffee, president of the Missoula Area Chamber of Commerce;
Jack Dietrich, Billings, president of the UM Foundation; Dale Schwanke, Great
Falls, president of the UM Alumni Association; Turman; Knight and Bucklew.
(more)
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The UM Marching Band, conducted by Thomas Cook, and the Bearchild Singers
and Dancers will perform at the ceremony, and the Missoula Symphony Orchestra,
conducted by Thomas Elefant, will play in the UC Ballroom before the Homecoming
awards dinner, scheduled at 6 p.m.
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